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Background


z	 Governors Schwartzenegger (CA) and Richardson (NM) initiated the 
WGA effort on renewables 

z	 Task forces were established in most renewables 
z	 The Solar Task Force dealt with distributed power (PV and 

residential/commercial heating) and central station solar (CSP) 
z The central station portion of this report deals with: 

� solar resource in the US Southwest 
� optimal CSP sites in the SW using GIS techniques 
� expected electricity demand in the SW 
� CSP industry supply capability (in the US) 
� technology description and characteristics 

� towers / troughs / dish-engine / concentrating PV 
�	 projected costs and competitive position 
�	 competitive price point for CSP 
�	 benefits to the ratepayers and society 
�	 risks and barriers of realizing CSP 
�	 policies and incentives (in the US) to realize CSP deployment 



Technologies 



Siting 



Electricity cost vs Deployment  (troughs)
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Assumes: 
- Trough Techno ogy w th 6 hours of TES 
- IPP Fnanc ng  30-year PPA 
- Ca forn a Property Tax exempt on 
- Inc udes scale-up, R&D, earning ef f ects 
- Barstow , Ca forn a s te 



Competitive Price (market price referent)


/
/

) 

$0.00 

$0.04 

$0.08 

$0.12 

$0.16 

$0.20 

B
le

nd
ed

 B
as

el
oa

d
Pe

ak
 M

PR
 ($

kw
h

5 7 9 11 13


Natural Gas Price ($/MMBtu) 
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